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A Letter From The President

Welcome to the 5th and final production of the Schenectady
Light Opera Company season, The Producers!

It is almost hard to believe another year has come and
gone. We have mounted five outstanding and successful
shows. Our audiences have been large and enthusiastic, and
(depending upon how many of you are reading this) likely
will set a new season attendance record for the theater. We
have garnered some very positive reviews, and we have won some awards from the
Theater Association of New York State. And most importantly, we have met some
new friends and welcomed back some old anes, both on-stage and off. We owe a great
big “thank you” to everyone who made this season possible.

But as one season ends, the cycle begins anew — our 90th Anniversary Season is
upon us. We have a great slate of shows lined up, including the classic Annie Gel
Your Gum, a youth production of Footloose, Urinetown, Inlo the Woods, and capped
off with How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying. Subscriptions are on
sale now! Subscribers get the best discounts and the best seats, so don't wait to be a
part of another fantastic season.

In addition to our regular set of shows, we are also planning a very special
celebration to mark our 90th year. In March 2017 we will host an anniversary gala
— two nights only, with a special pre-show reception in the Gwen Fraser Cabaret
Room, and special concert performance in the theater. Tickets to this special event
are available at a discount when ordering your season subscription. Don’t miss out
on marking an important SLOC milestone!

[t has been an honor fo serve as President for the 2015-2016 season. I am proud of
what we accomplished, and grateful for all the volunteers that have put so much
time and energy into this company. [ can’t wait to see what next year will bring.

[ wish everyone a happy and enjoyable summer, and [ hope we will see you all back
here in September!

Enjoy the show!

Peter Caracappa
President, Schenectady Light Opera Company
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I ;\%s%%g A Letter From The Director

Welcome to the final production of the 2015-2016 season! This
musical has been on my Director’s “bucket list” for several years
and | am thrilled to be returning to SLOC to direct this show.

The plot of Mel Brooks™ satirical comedy The Producers is
deceptively simple: a down on his luck Broadway producer (Max
Bialystock) realizes with the help of his accountant (Leo Bloom)
that they can make more money by producing an intentionally
bad show, let it close the first night, and abscond to Brazil with
the profits. Their plan goes awry when the show turns out to be a hit.

The musical has been realized in 3 different renditions: the original 1968 movie;,
the Broadway stage production in 2001 (winning 12 out of 15 nominations for Tony
awards); and the remake of the movie in 2005. In spite of the monetary successes of
all 3 versions, there were some reviewers that found the show “blatantly offensive. ..
(with) content besmirched with sexual (and homosexual humor).” After the 1968
movie was produced, Mr. Brooks was asked in interviews if he was whitewashing
Hitler and the horrors of Nazi Germany. He replied that his goal was to mock Hitler.
“You can’t get on a soapbox with these orators, because they're very good at convincing
the masses they're right... But if you can make them look ridiculous, then you can
win over the people.”

In my humble opinion, that is exactly what Mr. Brooks has done with his hilarious
script and a beautiful, witty score. He has used satire throughout the book to serve as
an equal opportunity offender, with jokes delivered not only at the gross absurdity of
Hitler and the Nazis but also humor directed at actors, directors, blonde-bombshells,
and every other imaginable target. In an era of ultra-sensitivity to anything that is
politically incorrect, Mr. Brooks spares no expense at poking fun at all of us. My hope
is that we can all sit back, relax and enjoy satirical theater at its finest.

I would like to take a moment to send a huge, heartfelt thank you to the entire cast
and crew of this production. As you are about to witness, the talents of our performers
match those of any actor on a professional stage in NYC. It has been an incredible
pleasure to work with each and every person in this show! I'm also sending a very
special thank you to our fabulously talented production staff. [ have often referred to
you collectively as “The Dream Team”; never has there been a truer statement! [ am
in awe of your talents and have loved collaborating with each of you. And now, in the
immortal, irreverent words of Mel Brooks, “Thanks for coming to see our show... if
you like our show tell ev'ryone but, if you think it stinks, keep your big mouth shut!”

ENJOY THE SHOW!
Suzanne H. Rayome, Direcior




Schenectady Light Opera Company Presents

MEL BROOKS
musical

Book by
Mel Brooks &
Thomas Meehan

Lyrics by
Mel Brooks

—

Orginal Direction and Choreography by Susan Stroman
By special arrangement with StudioCanal

Director Suzanne H. Rayome
Music Director Adrienne Sherman
Choreographer Abby Todd
Producers Amy Clark & Jennifer S. Depew

The Producers is a musical adapted by Mel Brooks and Thomas Meehan from Brooks’
1968 film of the same name, with lyrics written by Brooks and music composed by Brooks
and arranged by Glen Kelly and Doug Besterman. As in the film, the story concerns two
theatrical producers who scheme to get rich by overselling interests in a Broadway flop.
Complications arise when the show unexpectedly turns out to be successful. The humor
of the show draws on ridiculous accents, caricatures of homosexuals and Nazis, and many
show business in-jokes.

The Producers is presented by arrangement with Music Theater International (MTI).
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI. www.MTIShows.com

The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.




CAST (IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE)

Thie Usherettes wamammmmmmnmmms
................................................... Eric Shovah
L0 BRI s s s s T S s

Max Bialystock v ns ms

Hold-me Touch-me.......ccocoverieerveriirins
MEMATKS cooamamansmmmmmnnis s ey
Frarg Lieblkind s
Garmnen, Ghis comvsmmmamammnrmemmnmnsis
ROZET D8 BIis i i it

Stormtrooper

SErgeant inanwmmnniss

Foreman of the Jury.......ccccoeoeeeinnnnnns

v Garolyn Frantz & Jordan Fyvie

weoee Brendan Brierley

........................... Elizabeth Sherwood-Mack

e Dave Dixon

Marc Christopher
v Joshua Rafael DeMarco
wereees Michael Camelo

.............................................. Edison Roberts

Zachary Ashceraft
<. Nicholas Edwards

I NI T s et vt ot s o B Y O R L Leslie Eliashuk

........................................ Heather-Liz Copps

.Matthew Dembling

.................................................... John Sutliff
U BB civsmnsvsvaseavvssssmmmmm s s o oov RS

rovenee.R@YmMond Burns

.................................................. Donna Hatch
Prison FolStee kusmsmmnsimiiss s i

veeeen Je88e Holland

FEATURED DANCERS

Trish Dembling
Anna Fernandez
Carolyn Frantz
Jordan Fyvie

Courtnie Harrington
Laura Marra
Katie Walters

ENSEMBLE

Jordan Christopher Alburger
Zachary Ashceraft
Raymond Burns
Matthew Dembling
Trish Dembling
Dave Dixon
Nicholas Edwards
Leslie Eliashuk
Anna Fernandez
Carolyn Frantz
Jordan Fyvie

Courtnie Harrington

Donna Hatch
Jesse Holland
Brandon Jones
Samuel Lawkins
Laura Marra
Edison Roberts
Elizabeth Sherwood-Mack
Matthew Skinner
John Sutliff
Julia Walsh
Katie Walters




PRODUCTION STAFEF

DIFEGHOT sirisessnmnm s st s e e Suzanne H. Rayome
PrOAUGOLS s i Amy Clark & Jennifer S. Depew
MUSIC DIFECIOT cov.vviviiriciiiieeccree s Adrienne Sherman
CROTEOZIAPNET ... s Abby Todd
Dance Captains ......cccoceeeveevvivicccecceeens Trish Dembling & Carolyn Frantz
Stage MaNagBrs ... ..o s Regina Baker & Beth Swallow
Seenic: DESIENSt. .ommmmmrmmanmmemmmins hsiamsai Mary Kozlowski
Master Carpanters sassmmumunnns s Dale Clark & Mary Kozlowski

Scenic Assistants................. Raymond Burns, Don Edmans, Robert Farquharson,
Marty McCredie, Michael McDermott, Doug Peek, Nelly Peek-Dixon,

Jeff Rauhauser, Cindy Thomas-Turgeon, Denis Virgilio,

Carolyn Walsh & Sharon Wemple

SO DESIZAST sramsmsmn s v e G e Joel Lord
Sound Assistant.... Sarah Katz
Lighting Desi@ner. .. oo Greg Rucinski
Lighting Assistants.......Brett Putnam, Suzanne Talarico Rucinski & Bob Healey
Costume Designer ................ S ... Connie Rowe Rauhauser
Costume Abslstants.. Kody Ccupentcr Max 'y Lynn Christman, Lisa Morgan,

Tammie Pamalone, Vlele Shatley, Kelly Turek, Corie Whalen & Cheryl Zatt
MaKe-Up DESIZNET ......cccccuviriiimicciiiniiniiiiesssnssssssssssssorisssenssosss M@rcia Lenehan

Hair Designer......covvieiiieiiinniesineinsiies e, Elizabeth Sherwood-Mack
Wig Designer.... ...John Fowler
Hair & Make-up Asmstauts I\[eghdn Connelly Jossma Daniels,

Anna Fernandez & Katie Hughes

Property Masters.................. Gary M. Hoffmann & Melissa Putterman Hoffmann
Properiy ASBIStant s e ..Nick Bianchi
SEAZE CIEW v Amdlldd Lupe Bndnna Swallow,
Tess Snydel, Sarah Foster & Katie Hjelmar

Public Relations:. ..o DLANG AN 460Mo
Board Ligison......ccvcovvvinnreinnissinscisnnsssnsnniisnnee JacKie Barkenhagen

MusICIANS
Conductor/Keyboard 1.......c..ccoooeeeiieieeecescsceeeeeeeeeeeneeJAdrienne Sherman
Keyboard 2 ...co.oooeeeeeeeeeeeen, ...Wid DeSantis
Reeds.............. hrmv Casﬂo Lauron E]Ils & Kathy Scott
UMDt ccsssesssssmmssssmissassmusssassasonsasssai Jonathan Mariano & Thom Coon
Trombone ... ... Frank Meredith
DMEIUINS cvssivssonmuvanusviviamvsssmasssssesiesnsins eovssssssans s ciste st SRR SV R AR B S [an Tucksmith

The Cast and Crew of The Producers
sincerely thank the following organizations and individuals
for their generous support of this production!

+ Mark Merritt + Alexandria Auld Pinheivo, Split Level Sales, LLC +

+ Michael & Joanne Mensching + Tom Killips Photography +
+ Shawn Morgan + Tom Kinstrey +
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SCENES & SONGS
Act ONE
New York, NY 1959

Scene 1: Schubert Alley

Opening Night The Usherettes & Ensemble

The King of Broadway ........ccccccoooviveeieiciicese e Max & Ensemble
Scene 2: The Office of Max Bialystock

We Can Do Th e Max & Leo
Scene 3: The Chambers Street Office of Whitehall and Marks

1 Wanna Be a Producer ..., Leo & The Accountants
Scene 4: The Office of Max Bialystock

We Can Do It (REPIISE) vt Max & Leo
Scene 5: The Office of Max Bialystock, Early the Following Morning

['Wanna Be a.Produeer: ( RepIise ) «nwmimnmmmm Max & Leo
Scene 6: The Rooftop of a Greenwich Village Apartment Building

T8 Ol BAVATTR weoiuiwsnisimmmnssmmmss o s s s v s ava iee Franz

Der Guten Tag Hop Clop......ooiicecce e Franz, Max & Leo

Scene 7: The Living Room of Renowned Theatrical Director Roger De Bris’
Elegant Upper East Side Townhouse on a Sunny Tuesday Afternoon in June

Keep it Gay....ccocevvvvevcvccnneene. Roger, Carmen, Roger’s Team, Max & Leo
Scene 8: The Office of Max Bialystock

When You GotIt, Flannt If...ouuammesismmmmvissnmsm s Ulla
Scene 9: Little Old Lady Land

Along Came Bialy..... R AR Max & Little Old Ladies

Act One Finale ......... . Max, Leo, Ulla, Roger, Carmen,

Roger’s Team, Franz & Ensemble

There will be a 15 minute intermission
Refreshments are available at the rear of the theater provided by Ambition Café

MOVCOOOTTCOOOTONCC

Sclmnccta(ly Lig’ht Opera Company would like to aclumwlcdg‘c
the passing of long‘ time member, director and nml\'e-nl) (lcsig‘ner,

Ted Rucinski. You will be missed, {riend.

The Mission of SLOC is to Provide Opportunities
for Adults and Youths to

Experience and Participate in the Performing Arts.




Act Two

Scene 1: The Office of Max Bialystock, Late Morning, A Few Weeks Later
BB EACE. v et R S b st s sssasasnssasssisiasidions Leo, Ulla & Max

Scene 2: The Bare Stage of a Broadway Theatre

Have You Ever Heard the German Band?............cccccoovviiiiieccinenn. Franz
Scene 3: Schubert Alley
Opening Nighte. s The Usherettes

You Never Say Good Luck on Opening Night.....Roger, Max, Carmen, Franz & Leo
Scene 4: The Stage of the Schubert Theatre

Springtime for Hitler ......cccccooveeennen. Stormtrooper, Roger, Ulla & Ensemble
Scene 5: The Office of Max Bialystock, Later That Night

Where Did We Go Right ... ..Max & Leo
Scene 6: The Holding Cell of a New York Courthouse, Ten Days Later
Scene 7: A New York Courtroom

THHIM s O & MAX
Scene 8: Sing Sing

PrisonersiofLiove q . weammsmiiainanimiammssmmsnasse: THE Convicts
Scene 9: The Stage of the Schubert Theatre

Prisoners of Love (Reprise) .........ccccoccevrvrrveeennneee... Roger, Ulla & Ensemble
Scene 10: Schubert Alley

Leo and MaX ..o B0 & Max
gl B

In honor of our upcoming 90th Anniversary,
SLOC would like to recognize those volunteers
who are no longer with us.
To nominate a member of the organization
to be included in our In Memoriam Tribute,
please visit our website at sloctheaterorg and fill out the form.

Nominees will be remembered during

the 90th Anniversary Gala Celebration.
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Tom Killips Photography killipsphoto@yahoo.com



Who's Who in the Cast & Crew

(IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER)

JORDAN CHRISTOPHER ALBURGER (Fnsemble) is ecstatic to be a part of another great
production at SLOC! This makes his third show behind Guys and Dolls and Spamalot. He's
so thankful to the cast and crew he has worked with!

ZACHARY ASHCRAFT (Kevin, Ensemble) is thrilled to be performing in SLOC’s production
of The Producers. This is his first ever production at SLOC and he is so grateful to be working
with such fantastic people. Zack has previously performed in shows such as Guys & Dolls
(Rusty Charlie) and The Diary of Anne Frank (Mr. Kraler) at his school, as well as several
productions with Performing SmArts including Godspell, Once on This Island, and The
Addams Family.

REGINA BAKER (Co-Stage Manager) is very happy to be back at SLOC and working with
Suzanne and the rest of the team again. She wants to thank everyone for the support they
have shown her. To the cast and crew..."Good luek” OH wait, never say that. “Break a leg” and
have fun, make it gay!

BRENDAN BRIERLEY (Leo Bloom) is an Equity Membership Candidate and graduate of
SUNY Fredonia. Thrilled to be back in his fifth show here at SLOC, Brendan has previously
been seen in RENT (Roger), The Rocky Horror Show (Brad), Spamalot (Lancelot), and
Legally Blonde (Emmett). Other credits include Heathers the Musical (JD), Man of La
Mancha at Capitol Repertory Theatre, The Lonely Phonebooth with Manhattan Children’s
Theatre, Hairspray (Link), [title of show] (Jeff), and Into the Woods (Jack). Many thanks
to the cast and crew of this production and special shout out to Nicole and Daniel.

RAYMOND BURNS (Judge, Ensemble) is making his sixth appearance at SLOC, last seen
as the Rabbi in Fiddler on the Roof. He has also appeared on stage and built sets for Spotlight
Players, Not So Common Players, and Class Act Productions, He has received two TANYS
Awards: scenic design and build of the steamboat in Curtains with Spotlight; and portrayal of
Joe Zutty in Working at Not So Common Players. Ray still enjoys playing himself in various
guises, and designing/building special effect set pieces.

MICHAEL CAMELO (Roger De Bris) holds a BA in Arts Management from SUNY Purchase
and currently works in the Finance Department for the Golub Corporation. Production
Credits include: Director of Anything Goes and Guys and Dolls. Acting Credits include: M.
John Brooke in Liftle Women, Mr. Fogg in Sweeney Todd, Marcellus in The Music Man, Matt
in The Fantasticks and Rod in Avenue § (winner of Times Union Best Local Musical of 2015).
Michael currently serves on the Board of Directors for SLOC and NSCP. Upcoming projects:
The Four Fluffy Tenors (June at SLOC), Directing Damn Yankees (July at NSCP), Jeff in
[title of show] (August at Proctors GE Theater).
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Who's Who in the Cast & Crew Continued...

MARC CHRISTOPHER (Franz Liebkind) is very excited to make his return to the SLOC
Stage since his debut as the Monster in Young Frankenstein. Regional Theatre credits
include Singin’ in the Rain (Production Tenor) at Park Playhouse, Hands on a Hardbody
at Park Playhouse (Frank Nugent) and Urinetown the Musical with CR Productions (Hot
Blades Harry/Old Man Strong). Other notable credits include the Park Playhouse Scholastic
Musical Tours of Freedom Train (Overseer/Others) and Pinkalicious (Mr Pinkerton), Violet
the Musical (Father), The Addams Family (Uncle Fester), Next to Normal (Dan Goodman)
and Shrek the Musical (Shrek). www.marcchristopher.net

AMY CLARK (Co-Producer) is thrilled to be producing at SLOC under the leadership of her
close friend and mentor, Suzanne Rayome. She is having a blast working with everyone and
is making lasting friendships! Amy has been producing shows at O'Rourke Middle School in
the BH-BL district for 11 years. She is the proud wife to Dale and would like to thank him for
his love and support (and all his set building too!)

DALE CLARK (Master Carpenter) is excited to be a part of this fun show! He has been the
set builder for the OMS Drama Club in Burnt Hills for over 12 years. He also runs his own
business called Decks by Dale. He'd like to thank Suzanne for this epportunity and much love
to his wife Amy for all of her support!

HEATHER-LIZ COPPS ((/lia) Regional credits: Women in My Life (Heather) at Fort Salem
Theatre, Gypsy at CapRep, Fat Men in Skirts (Dramaturg) with Molotov Theatre Group.
Festival work: WAM/MocCo 24 Hour Festival (AD), CapRep’s Next Act New Play Festival, Drift
In Act Out (Director). Other local credits: Sweeney Todd (Beggar Woman), South Pacific
(Nellie), Dirty Rotten Scoundrels (Christine), Jekyll & Hyde at SLOC; Looking for Normal
(AD), Boeing Boeing (Gabriella) at ACT; Anything Goes (Hope), Chess (Svetlana), Secrel
Garden (Rose), Music Man (Marian), Man of La Mancha (Antonia) with NSCP; Dancing
at Lughnasa (Chris) at TCT. Heather-Liz holds an MA in Theatre History & Criticism (CUA)
and a BA in Theatre Arts (MMC).

JOSHUA RAFAEL DEMARCO (Carmen Ghia) is honored to be playing the role of Carmen
Ghia in SLOC’s production of The Producers. SLOC credits include: Guys and Doils (Liver
Lips Louie), Rocky Horror Show (Phantom), Spamalot (Ensemble), and Sweeney Todd
(Ensemble). Joshua would like to thank the cast and crew for being amazing!

MATTHEW DEMBLING (Stormtrooper; Ensemble) is thrilled to be returning to the SLOC
stage in this fantastic production of The Producers. Previous roles include Steve in Hair,
Sir Robin in Spamalot, Dr. Frankenstein in Young Frankenstein, and Luther Billis in South
Pacific, all at SLOC! He would like to thank the entire cast and crew on a job well done and
he would also like to thank his wife and BEST half, Trish, for EVERYTHING SHE DOES!

TRISH DEMBLING (Featured Dancer, Ensemble, Dance Caplain) is excited to be back
at SLOC! Although happy to be back on the stage, she is often found behind the scenes
choreographing. Previous credits include Joseph... Dreamcoat and Spamalot (TANYS) at
SLOC, Urinetown and Drowsy Chaperone (TANYS) at RP1 and The Wiz, Godspell (TANYS)
and My Fair Lady (TANYS) with Our Own ProductionS. “Thank you to my hushand, Matthew,
and my mom for their never ending love and support!”
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