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PAVING STONES and MATCHING RETAIN-
ING WALLS let you add character and value
to your home. They are available in a range
of exciting colors!
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We Designed The SLOC Web Site.
What Can We Do For You?

At Stylish Webs, we pride ourselves on offering |
quality web design, Intemet, and
computer services.

No matter what size your business is, it isour |
business to put it on line with low prices that are
inclusive of all related fees.

If you are ready to grow your business on the
Intemet, affordably and easily, contact us!

STYLISH ety ticnmetocom |

WEQS (518) 225-1132 |
== ||

% SLOC thanks the BUSINESS
The bank I grew up [Tt
with is here to I\ our playbills. They help

support musical theater
ST in our areq, so please be

NATIONAL sure fo patronize them.

SCOTIA* Our Business Friends help

The Family Bank

pay for much of the pro-
duction costs associated
with producing a quality
playbilllike the oneyou are
reading. Enjoy browsing
through this show's playhbill
here at the Opera House,
and again, later, athome!

If you liked our production,

Ten convenient locations tell a friend. If not, tell US!
Main Office: Scotia 370-7200




Welcome to Ruthless!, the third
| production in Schenectady Light Opera
. Company's 75" season! Sit back and
get ready to enter a world with overly-
ambitious child stars, flamboyant
Hollywood agents, and stage mothers
with hidden agendas. I am sure you
will be entertained by this delightfully
wicked spoof of show business.

In May, SLOC closes this season

' with Damn Yankees, the story of just
how far a baseball fan will go to see that his team wins! Be sure to
reserve your tickets soon (call ticket chairman/Della at 280-8076).

The end of our Diamond Anniversary season will in no way
diminish the sparkle of next year's productions. Our 2002-03
season will begin with two musicals by the well-known composer,
Stephen Sondheim. In October, SLOC will present Company, the
story of a thirty-something single man and his well-intentioned
friends’ attempts to ensure his future happiness. Rome, 250 B.C.,
is the setting for A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the
Forum, which will take the stage in December. This hilarious story
follows the slave Pseudolus and his attempts to help his young
master win the hand of a beautiful courtesan. If teen romance films
of the Elvis era are to your liking, be sure to see Zombie Prom in
March. Despite its macabre title, this show features a 1950s
rock'n'roll score and is fun for the whole family. Our final production
of next season (in May) is City of Angels, a clever musical about life
in 1940s Hollywood, featuring the stories of a young screenwriter
and the film noir world of his imagination. (See back outside cover
for show dates).

Thank you for coming to Schenectady Light Opera Company.
Enjoy the show!

— MELISSA LACIJAN
SLOC's President (2001-02 Season)



The Schenectady Light Opera
Company (SLOC) was born in
1926 when a group of Van Corlaer
and Draper alumni joined together
"to present short plays containing
songs and comedy acts." The group,
the Bellevue Young People's Chorus,
was directed by Mrs. Etta Moore, a
music teacher in the Schenectady

SLOC is

celebrating Schools.
its 75th The group first presented con-

certs and short operettas before
moving on to the Gilbert & Sullivan
operettas. By 1936, BYPC changed
its name to Schenectady Light Opera
Company and continued performing.

In the spring of 1942 the company disbanded for the duration of World
War II. The shortage of male members made performances impossible. In
1946 it was back in swing again with the presentation of H.M.S. Pinafore
at Mont Pleasant High School. The school auditorium became the company's
adopted home. However, manpower still posed a problem. A newsletter
issue read, "To maintain the balance of voice parts, no new sopranos will be
admitted unless they bring a male."

Another problem was storage. Costumes and sets accumulated, so SLOC
began a search for a new home. The old Craig School on Balltown Road
seemed ideal; however, zoning law limitations made it necessary to petition
the State Supreme Court in order to allow a membership corporation to own
property. Henceforth, the old school was known as the "Opera House."

Until 1950, productions were at Mont Pleasant H.S., with the exception
of roadshows to Cobleskill, Schoharie and East Greenbush. In November
1950, SLOC presented The Mikado at the Erie Theatre. "Move-in" became
a SLOC tradition at the Erie. Friday night the sets were loaded at the Opera
House and moved into the Erie after the late movie. Showboat was the last
SLOC show in the Erie before that theater closed its doors in 1956.

Burnt Hills High School hosted shows in 1957, and then the newly-built
Niskayuna High School hosted thereafter. The 1950s saw the continuation
of SLOC's light opera tradition, with the introduction of some "Broadway"
musicals. In 1959 SLOC ventured into modern opera presentations.
During the 1960s, SLOC continued producing modern musicals and
"Broadway" classics (see page 27). In 1971 SLOC sold the Opera House on
Balltown Road and purchased the Beth Israel Synagogue at 826 State
Street, Schenectady. This new facility inherited the name of the old one and
is still affectionately called the SLOC "Opera House." Thus began the huge
task of turning the building into the theater we still use today. In 1972
cabaret shows were introduced, and now the annual season included two
shows at the Opera House theater and two shows at Niskayuna High School
(with a larger stage), as well as concerts, revues and workshops.

Anniversary!

(SLOC's HISTORY is continued on page 23.)



See your future.

Schenectady County Community College offers more
than 300 courses in 36 programs of study, terrific
faculty and small classes — all at a very affordable
cost! Get moving in @ new and exciting direction — to
learn more about your future at SCCC, call us today.
At SCCC, you'll get an EDUCATION THAT WORKS.

chenectady Gnunty
ommunity College i< ikl

78 Washington Avenue, Schenectady, NY 12305
518-381-1366 * www.sunysccc.edu
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From the Dinector:

[ love quirky, slightly off-centered musicals,
and no one was more surprised and delighted
than [ when SLOC chose to go out on a limb (or
should I say catwalk) to present Ruthless! I
first saw Ruthless! in 1993 and was an instant fan.

Ruthless! pays homage to the melodramatic movies of the
1950s, "The Bad Seed" and "All about Eve," in particular. The
style of acting was big, bold and over the top, with characters
emoting at every plot twist.

For all the theater buffs in the audience, Ruthless! contains
a myriad of inside references to musicals, past and present. I
know you will recognize Auntie Mame mixed with Mama Rose
in the character of Sylvia. And even if you have no inside track
into cinema or theater trivia, I think you will just have a good
time watching! These characters work their way through some
outrageous situations by the way of witty dialogue and well-
crafted songs capably handled by a most talented cast.

As | said to the cast on the first day of rehearsal for this
production, "There is nothing too deep in this show. Let's have
fun." And we did.

I hope you laugh tonight as much as the cast and crew did
over the last eight weeks. And remember, this is not real life--
this is theater. Allow yourself to escape and laugh until it
hurts. Enjoy Ruthless!

¢ TOM HECKERT ¢

: For your safety
and enjoyment...
There is NO SMOKING in the building at any time. NO CAMERAS
or other recording devices may be used during any performances.
Coatracks, restrooms and concessions are downstairs.

Emergency exits are in the rear of the hall, and in front,
through the doorway to the right of the stage, as you face it.




NEW YORK CITY = ATLANTA+ SCHENECTADY

5 PARK PLACE

SCHENECTADY, NY 12305

PHONE: (618) 346-2034

FAX: (518)346-0949

www.mountainviewproductions.com

Great News!

Everyone who lives, works,

worships, or attends school

in the City of Schenectady
can join Sunmark!

We offer:

» Free Checking

¢ Competitive Rates

* Free Home Banking
* Great Service

* and Much More!

Call today! 382-0605

Ny

~ -
sunmark
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

www.sunmarkfcu.org
Member NCUA

_(uﬁaortb'nﬁ the Arts!

The Open Door
Bookstore & Gift Gallery

A Locally-Owned
Independent Bookstore
since 1971

(518) 346-2719

128 Jay Street

Schenectady, NY 12305

© N. Gold, 1998

Famous baby/child carrier
backpacks, shoulder bags,
briefcases, computer/camera bags

store at our F O y
1012 State gireel, Sc

393-0168

www.toughtraveler.com
We'll ship worldwide for you.




ASSDCIATES

Peace of Mind

INSURANCE
3257 Route 9 (518) 584-4200
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 (518) 584-8664 Fax

In Schenectady, ORLANDO Means Dance h

DEBRA ANN DRAPER
Arfistic Director

1765 State Street » Schenectady, NY 12304
L (618) 393-7827

Your Home Town is our Home Town.

For over 95 years, TRUSTCO has been your Home Town Bank. No matter where in the
Capital Region you call home, one of our over 50 locations will be there to assist you
with all of your banking needs. For more information, please call 377-3311.

( BANK Your Home Town Bank Q Member, FDIC

DAVID J. WILKINSON Phone:

Professional Disc Jockey Service 518-393-5394
i ® \)Ueddings Pager:

= Parties 518-228-9825
* Receptions Eiperec

e All Types of Music  boshkong@
* Reasonable Rates aol.com
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STARS ($250 or more)

¥¢ Nancy Bell & Eli Taub (36 years) 7% Bill & Fulvia Brun Hickman (13)
©¢ Judith & Edwin Brown (14) 7% Mrs. Leon K. Kirchmayer (45)

¢ Gloriana & Richard Clark 7¢ Jim & Flora Lovell (22)

7t Peter & Madeline Codella (15) Y% Gioia Ottaviano (41)

7t Mr. & Mrs. Ronald N. Fragomeni (37) ¢ Harvey & Margaret Schadler (30)

¢ Della & Ira R. Gilman (28)

ANGELS ($249-$100)

Mrs. Marion Braunstein (12) Frank & Amy Jettner (14)
Ken & Flower Buhrmaster (45) Bill & Gina Kornrumpf
Bruce & Janet Capra Peter & Melissa Lacijan

Jim & Gayle Caufield (35) Virginia & Drew Mills (34)
James & Virginia Cayey Lois Morrison

Joe & Mary Ann Concra (14) Wayne Nelson Statistical Consulting
Nelson & Jane Corby Robert M. Nottke (10)
Thomas & Cheryl Della Sala (21) Carol & Ed Osterhout
Arthur & Paige Gauvreau (30) Brett Putnam

Michael Glover Vern & June Scoville

Ed & Laura Graham June A. Selke

Thomas Gonyeau Beth Snyder & Paul L. Meier
Ed & Connie Heiserman Terry Tamer

Marty & Bruce Holden (11) Ed & Sally VanderLoop
James Hundt, Architect Charles & Janet Weick

Thelma Zeh (37)

SPONSORS ($99-$60)

V. Dalton & Jean Bambury Richard J. Huether

Allan & Peg Bausback Judy & Ed Hughes

Ted Bennett Bradley Johnson

Richard J. Connelly Gloria & Ernest Kahn

Paul & Rita Croteau (27 years) Gordon & Judy Kilby (10)

Dr. & Mrs. Robert K. DeLuke Robert C. & Mary J. Kraemer (16)
Celia N. Dziadul Dr. & Mrs. Richard H. Lange (47)
Nancy S. Fey Bill & Arlene Meiklejohn

Louise Frantz William & Alice Mutryn (19)

Bill & Donna Hatfield Larry & Chris Pedersen (34)
David & Theresa Haman David & Cay Raycroft (28)

Mr. & Mrs. Walter C. Huening, Jr. (15) Ken & Melinda Zarnoch (12)

SLOC is unique in that we are the area's only community theater devoted
solely to presenting musicals. If you'd like to lend support, please consider
making a tax-deductible donation to SLOC (use form, page 22). Thank you!
Send donations to SLOC, P.0. Box 1006, Schenectady, NY 12301-1006.
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Thank You, Benefactons

PATRONS ($59-$25)

Joseph A. Agostine, Jr. (16 years)
Ted & Maxine Alderson

Jane & Frank Alessandrini

Mr. & Mrs. E. Dale Atwell (39)
Bob & Sharon Awramik)

Timothy G. Barr (12)

Mrs. Marilyn Berrigan (21)
Karen M. Biel

Joan Brooks

Hugh & Yvonne Boyd (17)
Richard P. & Rebecca J. Canuteson
Eunice & Tom Chouffi (22)

Jean & Varro Clarke (30)

Fred & Vera Cullen

Susan Culver (11)

Bill & Bonnie Daggett

Durwood & Margaret DeForest (28)
Jenny & Bill Depew

Martha J. Downey

John & Josie Duboveck

Tom & Mabel Dudley (10)

Gerald & Patricia Engel (10)

Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Farquharson (23)
Sally Farrell

Howard & Undine Fiedler

Marvin & May Fingerhut (30)
Paul & Lisa Franklin

Gwen Fraser

Stephen E. Gray (22)

Kimberly Greiner

Jack Hajjar

Dick Harte

Sylvia E. Hauser

George C. Held

Grace & Charles Hepburn (37)
Myron & Alicia Hermance (33)
Fred & Terry Hickey

Mimi Joye Hilderley (10)

Lance & Arlene Ida

Joan & Peter Ipsen

Janet & Kenneth Johnson
Donald & Grace Jones
Frances & Robert Kamp
Martin M. Katzer

Robert D. Kearney

Jean Kestenbaum

Karen & Tim Koch (16)
Florence LaMontagne (27)
Don & Linda Lehman
Vincent C. Mastrofrancisco
Pat & Vic Mion

Charles Mowers & Alice Hendrickson (11)

Howard & Debra Moyer (16)
Fred & Esther Muscanell (28)
David & Audre Nicol

William Niebuhr

Jeanne & Allen Nuss

Grace Orr

Hannelore & Ralph F. Passonno Jr.
Anne L. Peterson (16)

Orlando & Eleaner Pigliavento (35)
Barbara & Bill Piper

Florence Poprawski

Walt & Charlotte Purnell

Walter H. Raab (22)

Joann & Ted Rautenberg (44)
Nina Rindenello

Ralph & Carol Salerno

Ruth Salter (12)

Ricki D. Shapiro

Dan & Lorraine Silva (10)

Joan & Bob Spencer

Mrs. John Steadwell (35)

Dale & Nancy Ellen Swann (28)
Esther & John Tome (28)

Joan & John VanDerwerken (28)
Roxa Van Dyck

Joyce & Harald Witting

Lillian Zola (32)

Play a Part: Become a BENEFACTOR!

Send contributions to SLOC e P.O. Box 1006 ® Schenectady, NY 12301.
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59

THE MusitAL
4

Books and Lyrics by
Joel Paley

Music by
Marvin Laird

Presented by SCHENECTADY LIGHT OPERA COMPANY
through special arrangement with,
and all authorized performance materials supplied by,
SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.
45 West 25th Street » New York, NY 10010

PIANO/CONDUCTOR ........cocovvvvenenenns ANDREA MERRILL
ReVDOATA coriinsiiiniisinemnmms ssmssanosmasnnanrsnns Joanne Mensching
Bass GUItAr ... Michael Wicks
Drums,/Percussion ...oce.viiiiieiiniieeciiiiiinienenns Leonard Tobler
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ACT I: Small Town, U.S.A. - Now

TiNA'S MOTRET ......cociiieiiiiiieeeeee e, Judy
Born io Brtertaiimsassosvsy s i i sy Tina
o . Sylvia
To Play TRIS PArt ........oooiveiveeeiieeieeeeeeiveieeeeeeereeeeeeeaeen, Tina
Teaching Third Grade............cccoeecueeeeeceeeveeesveeeescrenennn, Myrna
Where Tina Gets It From...........cccccovvevveeennn.... Judy and Sylvia
The: PIDDEBONG s:ccvusssssssesssvpensaimummss sosssissssas s s mimaisg Louise
T'ASked Polltell ..o niviviimsisiiiis isiiinine nsnnenns ssnssssmmnns Tina
Kisses and HUGS .......ccccccceeevvveviieninaeececrnnnnnnn, Judy and Tina
Teaching Third Grade (Reprise)........ccccceevveeerieevvennnn.. Myrna
Talent (REPIISE) .......ccccvieeiiiiiiiiiieiiriieiiiie e Sylvia
FETEES NEISTORIS. o ammmsssocmesmmmmesssmm sy sy Lita
ANGEL MOV iisi ccvmmssmmmnesiiminsipasssossssissens: Sylvia, Judy and Tina

INTERMISSION (15 minutes): Refreshments are available down-
stairs at the concessions bar. Restrooms are downstairs near the
stairwells. After the performance, we invite you downstairs again to
greet the cast and staff assembled in the Green Room.

ACT II: New York City, NY - Two years later

Montage/Opening..........cccccuueeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeveeicneeeennn. Company
Penthouse APArtment ..........ccueeeeceeeeeeiveeieecciieeeeeeeeeeenn Eve
It Can Never Be That Way AgQin..............cccceeuvevveveeerenn. Ginger
FWAITETNE IRl oovinvssvssmismmsomsmmassmemsmersygss s e Sylvia
Parents.and CHIlArem: ... Tina and Ginger
Ruthlesst suwipssapnssmeonnamnes Tina, Sylvia and Ginger
RUthless! BOWS ..........cuvviiiiieieeieeeeceeeeeeeveeeseiiie e Company
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SYLVIA ST. CROIX....cccccosssierirremrrncniassnnnins TOM DETWILER
JUDY DENMARK vwvnsssssmomssomsissusssissvi JOAN HORGAN
TINA DENMARK ....couueeveeevveieeaannnn. MEREDITH ANNE BULL

MYRNA THORNE/EMILY BLOCK ... BARBARA MAHLMANN

LOUISE LERMAN ....ccovivireeasvveiernnnn COURTNEY HALSDORF
LITAENCORE. .......ccooeevvevviinnnicrnnennn, GWEN ELLEN FRASER
BVE cowcconsivismmmmmminnsniiisiviviis i isrvcse LAURIE LARSON

"The key to success is ruthlessness!" ~ GINGER, TINA, SYLVIA
"I've had a normal childhood. It's time to move on. ~ TINA
"This is a theater, not a playground." ~ MYRNA
"But it's in my blood. The talent. The drive. The

pathological need to be famous! [ feel so cheap and dirty.
How did this happen?" ~ JUDY
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CAST AND STAFF Photo by TIMOTHY RAAB + NORTHERN P

Schenectady Light Opera Company's March 8-10 and 14-17,




4OTO « 16 James Street = Albany, NY 12207 « (518) 465-7222

WLESS)

" THE MUSICAL

2002 Production at 826 State Street, Schenectady, New York




G Production Staff
‘Rﬁ’m&ﬁm March 8-10 and 14-17, 2001

‘

§ Schenectady Light Opera Company
Producer.......cccoiiiiii Brett Putnam
DIFECTON i Tom Heckert
Musical DIreCtor......ccoviiiiiiiiiie Andrea Merrill
Choreographer/Production Intemn ........ Nicole Levesgue
Set Design and ConstrUCHON ... Mary Kozlowski

Assisted by Douglas Peek, David Weinstock, Richard Lenehan,
Douglas MacNeal, Susan Swithenbank, Ted Vickery,
Robert Farguharson, Michelle Sausa-Gatta, Marion Foster,
Barbara Mahlmann, Kevin Tung
LIghting DESIGNET ....viiiiiiiiiecce et Greg Rucinski
Assisted by Wiliam Depew, Richard Gatta,
Richard Lenehan, Susan Swithenbank

COoSTUME DESIGNET ...ttt Patricia Casey
Assisted by Nancy Ginsburg, Barbara Conary, Tedy Guyette

Rehearsdl SECTeTAry . i..vciiiii e Marlene Countermine

Stage MANGQET wmsiim s sy mmg Kristen Becker
Assisted by Susan Shephard

PrODS ittt ettt Kathy Friscic

MAKELES DB veriresm s m s i e i soas sos iwbsinst insssnainisssisnns David Harrison

Qi DESIEIN  wsssnsvsvmvvssssmun prmmesvrsmessmm o B T S TS John Fowler
Assisted by Catherine Zaleski

Audition ArTANGEMENTS ........oviiiii e Eunice Chouffi

Assisted by Paige and Art Gauvreau, Chris and Larry Pedersen,
Ginnie Mills, Rosalyn Thyssen

Audition Accompanists...........c.ee..... Kate Kaufman Burns, Linda Fetherston
Box Office/TICKet STIBS ..viviiiiieiececie st Paige Gauvreau
Ushering Chairwoman for this Production .........cccoceeeiviineiiinenn, Sue Culver
Assisted by Eunice Chouffi, Chris Pedersen, Nina Rindenello
Playbill Editor/Design, Layout and Typesetting.............. Madeline J. Codella
ShOW PUBICHY oo Joseph and Mary Ann Concra
Assisted by Nicole Levesque
Print Advertising and Foyer Photo Boards......... Peter and Madeline Codella
PROTOGIODRY e Timothy Raab/Northern Photo
SNOW T-SHITtS ...ttt et Ginnie Mills
Opening NIght PArty ..o Melinda Zarnoch
SIKSPANY: commmvmmmmmm s s n s s Jodi Gilman and Ron Fish
CASEPRIIIY o s e s s s s s Brett Putnam
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