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music by duncan sheik
book & lyrics by steven sater

director
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producers
amy clark & haley van alstyne

choreographer
brittany glenn
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Corporate Sponsors
Golden Grandeur ($2,500)

Silver Spotlight ($1,000)

Bronze Backer ($500)
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Assistant Director ($250-$499)

Sharon Awramik (5)
Louise Embree

Bruce & Marty Holden (27)
John Samatulski & Zakhar Berkovich (6)

LJ Wood (14)

Judy Bradley
Shirley Dipietro

Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Farquharson (45)
Bob Gallati

The Hays Family
Bill Hickman  (In memory of Fulvia Hickman) (35)

Steve & Mary Kozlowski (11)

Bill & Tammy Krisher
Judith Lott (9)

Jim & Linda Mizeur
Robert M. Nottke (30)

Kelly Sienkiewicz
Janice & David Walz (5)

Patrons
Producer ($2,500 or more)

Music Director ($500-$999)

Nell Burrows (11)
Thomas Coon & Adrienne Sherman (6)

Mildred Gittinger (In memory of Clark Gittinger) (21)
Jeffrey P. Hocking (5)

In Honor of Gary M. Hoffmann
Debra Moyer (In memory of Howard Moyer) (33)

Brett Putnam (13)
Dr. Sonya Sidhu-Izzo (6)
Charles & Terri Smith (7)

Director ($1,000-$2,499)

Thomas Della Sala (43)
Gary M. Hoffmann & Melissa Putterman Hoffmann (9)

Bill & Gina Kornrumpf (29)
Elizabeth Mowry (In memory of John Mowry) (15)

In Memory of Matthew T. Teichner
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Jim & Debbie Aloise
Anonymous (7)

Joseph & Sandra Bianchine
Thomas & Debra Breitenbach

Richard & Rebecca Canuteson (26)
Peter Caracappa & Mary Darcy (7)

Audrey Carlton
Joe & Mary Ann Concra (36)
Alfred & Veronica D'Alauro

Phillip & Doreen Foust
Thomas & Nancy Gifford

Leslie P. Gold (14)
John & Susan Hill

John & Crystal Hoey
Nancy Hudak & Karen Charbonneau

Bradley Johnson (16)
In Memory of Florence LaMontange

Bob & Pat Lillquist (6)
Louisa Lombardo

The Mascelli Family
William McColl

Carol & Ed Osterhout (28)

Judy & Richard Palmer
Sandy & John Phillips

In Memory of Liam Pickett
Jeff & Connie Rauhauser (8)

David & Ellen Rook (5)
Richard & Kathryn Rose (8)

Alice Rudnick (8)
Anne Samson

James & Joan Savitt (8)
Ricki D. Shapiro (5)

John & Bev Stanislowsky (21)
Carolyn Steuhl

Bruce & Christine Sutphin (7)
Rita Finocchi Swatt

Richard & Patricia Terry (8)
Harmon & Janice Tunison

Barb Warn (8)
Wayne Nelson Statistical Consulting (17)

Allison Wheeler
Angela Whyland

Melissa M. Zambri & Gina M. Moran

The Alexander Family
Leo & Donna Buda

Amy Cox
Susan Culver (26)

Billy & Anne Donovan
In Memory of Christopher Dzikowski

Joe & Barbara Fama
Anthony Fazzone

Melodee & Roger Kopa
Stephen & Mary M. Muller

David Orr
Kimberly Reilly
Jennifer L. Rowe

Mr. & Mrs. Manuel T. Salorio (13)
In Honor of Adrienne Sherman
Dale & Nancy Ellen Swann (49)

In Memory of Fred Ward
Penelope Welbourn-English

Melvin Wigler

Supporter ($15 to $49)

Peter & Helen Annely
Anonymous 
Marie Baluch

Christine & Rich Blackman
Ronald Buckle

Elizabeth Corey

Don Doolling
Ian & Judith Duckor

Tracy & Jay Foust
Dan Galliher

Madeline Hackett
The Harrington Family

Suzanne & Christopher 
                   Meiklejohn
Maureen Neufeld
Emily Rose Rivera

Shari Sarachan
In Memory of Ronald Silver

The Patron Program directly supports theater company operations 
including theatrical productions, special events, and our youth program.  

For more information on annual giving, please visit sloctheater.org/donate

Numbers in parenthesis indicate five or more years of financial support

Cast & Crew ($50-$99)

Patrons
Choreographer ($100-$249)
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DDaanniieell  GGaalllliihheerr  
MUSICIAN & MUSIC EDUCATOR 

Live Music for All Occasions 
Weddings, Events, Parties & More 
Pop/Rock Covers, Jazz, Seasonal 

Percussion & Piano Lessons 

518.368.8411 
gallih28@gmail.com 

www.dangalliher.com 



7 

 A Letter from the President

Happy New Year and welcome back to SLOC!  We are proud to 
present the third show of our 97th Season, Spring Awakening. With 
music by Duncan Sheik and book and lyrics by Steven Sater, this 
coming- of-age story is about self-discovery, change, and the journey 
from adolescence to adulthood.

Over the 97 years of SLOC’s history, our company continues to grow 
and change with the world around it. It is humbling to look back and 
think that this community theater has survived the Great Depression,  
two World Wars, and most recently, its second shutdown when we 
were forced to close our doors for 18 months due to the pandemic. We 
were unsure if we would be able to reopen, but here we are. Not just surviving, but thriving. 
Our success is thanks to all of our volunteers, from our ushers and front-of-house staff, to our casts 
and crews, and our leadership and Board members. And of course, none of us would be able to 
continue to produce high-quality musical theater here in Schenectady without you, our patrons and 
donors. 

Last month, we produced our biggest main stage fundraiser since our re-opening, "SLOC Sings Billy 
Joel." Thanks to our audience members and silent auction donors, we raised over $10,000 that will be 
put directly back into our upcoming productions. Your donations allow us to continue maintaining, 
repairing, and updating our three-building campus where we are privileged to perform.  Most 
recently, we installed brand new illuminated signage on Franklin Street and Liberty Street with the 
help of a Schenectady Metroplex grant, as well as new lighting outside our buildings, an important 
upgrade as we work to provide the safest possible environment for our volunteers and patrons. If you 
were unable to attend the fundraiser, you can still make a donation by visiting sloctheater.org/donate 
if you are able to contribute. I would like to extend my personal thanks to Dan Galliher, Heather-Liz 
Copps, and all who worked to put this event together. Stay tuned for the next installment of SLOC 
Sings, coming in Season 98. 

If you would like to join us on stage or get involved with one of our productions behind the scenes, 
be sure to follow us on social media to stay updated on our audition announcements, or reach out to 
our Membership & Volunteers director at membership@sloctheater.org. And as always, I welcome 
all questions, concerns, and conversations at president@sloctheater.org. 

We look forward to welcoming you back for our final two shows of the season, Fun Home and Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. Stay tuned for details about our next fundraiser. From me 
and our entire Board and Leadership, we wish you a safe, healthy, and happy new year. 

Thomas Coon
President, 2023-2024 Season
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Capital District Physicians’ Health Plan, Inc.
Capital District Physicians’ Healthcare Network, Inc. 
CDPHP Universal Benefits,® Inc.

CDPHP® is proud 
 to support the  
performing arts
CDPHP and SLOC Musicial Theater 
share the same mission of helping to 
improve our community.  

www.cdphp.com
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A Letter from the Director

“Through the darkness comes the laughter, All the stars bend over sideways.
Oh my darling, there's a Heaven. Such a comet on its way”

For my Director's notes here at Schenectady Light Opera Company, 
I often choose a quote that I think sums up what I think the show is 
about, or that represents my overall approach to the show. While this 
note is no different, I am cheating somewhat. The lyrics above are from 
a song entitled “Comet On Its Way” that was cut before the show made 
its Off-Broadway debut in 2006. The song was replaced by “The Bitch 
of Living” and on the surface, followed the boys as they experience 
sexual frustration in all its glory. On a deeper level, it is about letting 
go and finding a release. It is about a time when you won’t always feel this way. 

My journey with Spring Awakening began in 2006 when I heard the music for the first time. I was 16, 
and was instantly hooked. I felt as if the songs were written for, and about, me. I finally got to see the 
show in the summer of 2008. I had just turned 18. I laughed. I cried. I couldn’t speak. I immediately 
felt seen and acknowledged as a person, despite the fact that if you had asked why, I wouldn’t have 
been able to tell you. 

Now, of course, I could tell you that what I saw on stage were young people trying to make sense 
of their own feelings; feelings like loneliness, joy, desire, shame, and every derivative of them 
imaginable. I now know that feelings like these are common, but when you experience them for the 
first time, it doesn’t always feel that way. 

The final song in Spring Awakening is called “The Song of Purple Summer.” It has always fascinated 
me because it was written as an epilogue of sorts, and exists outside of the main story. As is with 
most songs in the show, it is rich with metaphor and symbolic imagery. It tells the story of a mother 
singing a song to her child about a purple summer, and how all of these magnificent things will 
happen. As with “Comet,” this song is about a time when it won’t be like this; the hardships will pass 
and the days will open up with all the possibilities life has to offer. It is one of my favorite songs in 
the show; for a similar reason as “Comet” and why I’ve chosen the quote above. Spring Awakening 
attempts to show that the tragedies that befall the characters are preventable. The cycles of trauma 
that are passed down from generation to generation can be broken, and if we all work our hardest, 
one day, we won’t need to tell this story anymore. It is a noble cause, and one that it will take all of 
us to realize. Until then, however, we do our part and sing this story for all to hear. Thank you for 
being open to hearing it.   

Brian Clemente
Director, Spring Awakening
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MARCH 15-24, 2024 MAY 10-19, 2024

DON’T MISS THE REST OF OUR 97TH SEASON!

sloc presents a special limited engagement

JULY 12 -13, 2024

book by steven sater & jessie nelson

music by duncan sheik          lyrics by steven sater



11 

Book & Lyrics by
Steve Sater

Music by
Duncan Sheik

Director: Brian Clemente
Music Director: Dan Galliher

Choreographer: Brittany Glenn
Producers: Amy Clark & Haley Van Alstyne

Spring Awakening is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI).
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.  

www.MTIshows.com

Any video and/or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.

Based on the play by Frank Wedekind
Original Broadway Production Produced by 

IRA PITTELMAN, TOM HULCE, JEFFREY RICHARDS, JERRY FRANKEL, ATLANTIC THEATER COMPANY, 
Jeffrey Sine, Freddy DeMann, Max Cooper, Mort Swinsky/Cindy and Jay Gutterman/Joe McGinnis/Judith Ann Abrams, 

ZenDog Productions/CarJac Productions, Aron Bergson Productions/Jennifer Manocherian/Ted Snowdon, 
Harold Thau/Terry Schnuck/Cold Springs Productions, Amanda Dubois/Elizabeth Eynon Wetherell, 

Jennifer Maloney/Tamara Tunie/Joe Cilibrasi/StyleFour Productions

The world premiere of Spring Awakening was produced by the Atlantic Theater Company 
by special arrangement with Tom Hulce & Ira Pittelman

SLOC Musical Theater 
Presents

Orchestrations
Duncan Sheik

Vocal Arrangements
AnnMarie Milazzo

String Orchestrations
Simon Hale
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Cast
The Girls:
Wendla ...................................................................................... Hannah M. DeStefano
Ilse ..................................................................................................... Ellya Winchester
Martha ............................................................................................... Michaela Torres
Anna ................................................................................................. Annaleigh Lester
Thea ...................................................................................................... Emma O'Kane

The Boys:
Melchior .................................................................................................. Benji Hitrick
Moritz .................................................................................................... Josh DeMarco
Georg ....................................................................................................... Jack Whalen
Otto .................................................................................................... Kason Mulderry 
Hanschen ...................................................................................................... Steve Kay
Ernst ................................................................................................ Julian Hugo-Perez

The Adults:
Herr Sonnenstich/Father Kaulbach/Herr Gabor .............................. James W. Alexander
Herr Rilow/Herr Steifel/Doctor von Brausepulver ....................................... J.J. Buechner
Frau Bergman/Frau Bessel .................................................................... Nichole Burkus
Frau Gabor ....................................................................................................... J.J. Paul
Headmaster Knochenbruch/Herr Neuman/Schmidt ......................... David Quiñones Jr.
Fräulein Knuppeldick/Fräulein Grossenbüsenhalter................Elizabeth Sherwood-Mack

Production Staff
Director ............................................................................................... Brian Clemente
Music Director ......................................................................................... Dan Galliher
Choreographer ....................................................................................... Brittany Glenn
Producers .................................................................... Amy Clark & Haley Van Alstyne
Stage Manager ............................................................................. Diana Chabai-Booker
Assistant Choreographer ......................................................................... Josh DeMarco
Assistant Stage Manager ......................................................... Stephanie Saint Germain 
Set Designer ......................................................................................... Brian Clemente
Master Carpenter ......................................................................................... Dale Clark
Set Painting ...................................... Brian Clemente, Julian Hugo-Perez & Jack Whalen
Lighting Designer .......................................................................................... Josh Karp
Lighting Programmer .......................................................................... Brendan Warner
Light Board Operator ...............................................................Stephanie Saint Germain 
Sound Designer ........................................................................................ Tom Moeller
Assistant Sound Designer ..................................................................Anne-Marie Baker
Costume Designer ...................................................................................... Cheryl Zatt
Hair & Make-up Designer ..................................................... Elizabeth Sherwood-Mack
Hair & Make-up Assistants ............................................ J.J. Buechner & Nichole Burkus
Property Designer ............................................................................................. J.J. Paul
Board Liaison .................................................................................... Jeffrey P. Hocking
I.D.E.A. Liaisons ............................. Francesco Carlo Archina & Mani Velvet McCalmon
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Musical Numbers
Act One

Mama Who Bore Me ......................................................................................... Wendla
Mama Who Bore Me (reprise) ................................................................................... Girls
All That's Known ................................................................................ Melchior & Boys
The Bitch of Living ................................................................................. Moritz & Boys
My Junk .................................................................................................... Girls & Boys
Touch Me ................................................................................................. Boys & Girls
The Word of Your Body ................................................................... Wendla & Melchior
The Dark I Know Well ........................................................... Martha, Ilse, Boys & Girls
And Then There Were None ................................................................... Moritz & Boys
The Mirror-Blue Night ........................................................................ Melchior & Boys
I Believe ........................................................................................ Boys, Girls & Adults

15 Minute Intermission
Concessions by Ambition Cafe & Bistro available at the rear of the theater

Act Two

The Guilty Ones ...................................................... Wendla, Melchior & Full Company
Don't Do Sadness ............................................................................................... Moritz
Blue Wind .............................................................................................................. Ilse
Left Behind ................................................................................ Melchior, Boys & Girls
Totally Fucked ...................................................................... Melchior & Full Company
The Word of Your Body (reprise) ......................................... Hanschen, Ernst, Boys & Girls
Whispering .................................................................................... Wendla & Melchior
Those You've Known ........................................................... Moritz, Wendla & Melchior
The Song of Purple Summer .......................................................... Ilse & Full Company

Musicians
Conductor/Keyboard ................................................................................ Dan Galliher 
Guitar ........................................................................................................ C.J. Hughes
Bass ............................................................................................ Madeline Civill-Mead
Drums  ........................................................................................................ Cole Mead
Violin/Viola ...................................................................................... Elizabeth Sterling
Cello .......................................................................................................... Chloë Shan

The cast and crew of Spring Awakening sincerely thank the following 
individuals and organizations for their contributions to this production:

 Fort Salem Theater  Katie Fitzmorris 
 Additional lighting equipment provided by PRG Lighting 
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Standing:  J.J. Paul, Nichole Burkus, Michaela Torres, Annaleigh Lester, Hannah M. 
DeStefano, Dan Galliher

Sitting:  Jack Whalen, Tom Moeller, Elizabeth Sherwood-Mack, Stephanie Saint Germain, 
(Josh Karp), Diana Chabai-Booker
 
Floor: Ellya Winchester, Emma O'Kane

           

       Cast & Crew
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Standing: Brian Clemente, Benji Hitrick, Julian Hugo-Perez, James W. Alexander, J.J. 
Buechner, Steve Kay

Sitting:  Haley Van Alstyne, Amy Clark, Dale Clark, Cheryl Zatt, David Quiñones Jr.

Floor: Josh DeMarco, Kason Mulderry

Photo by Best Frame Forward
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Volunteer Spotlight

January 2024
Heather-Liz Copps

Heather-Liz Copps has been a part of SLOC since she made 
her on stage debut in Jekyll and Hyde in 2004. Heather has 
been seen as a cast member in multiple shows and main 
stage fundraisers. She stepped into the role of director with 
SLOC’s 2019 production of 1776. She has also served as an 
usher, house manager, opening night party volunteer, and is 

currently a member of the Board of Directors. Recently, Heather used her extensive 
event planning and fundraising expertise to help execute our "SLOC Sings Billy Joel" 
fundraiser. She coordinated and organized the event’s silent auction (which raised 
over $5000), and served as the evening’s emcee, securing over $1000 in donations in 
just a few minutes. Her efforts helped SLOC to raise over $10,000 in much-needed 
funds. This was just the beginning for her, as she is chairing SLOC’s Centennial 
Committee, a multi-year job that will lead us to our 100th season beginning in the 
fall of 2026. She is working with SLOC newcomers and veterans alike to make this 
landmark year-long celebration a success. Heather has been a volunteer at SLOC 
for over half her life, and we are grateful to have her as a part of our SLOC family. 

December 2023
Dan Galliher

SLOC’s very own “Piano Man,” Dan Galliher has been 
an integral part of our theater community over the years, 
volunteering his time as a Music Director, pit musician, 
piano accompanist, and Co-Director of Fundraising. A 
school music teacher by day, Dan has always been happy 
to offer help to SLOC, despite how busy his schedule 
gets. Making his debut as the Music Director of Seussical 
in 2008, he has since gone on to provide music direction 
to multiple SLOC productions. During the COVID 
lockdown, Dan kept everyone’s spirits up by providing virtual “Tuesday Night 
Tunes” on piano each week. This led to a small fundraiser he created to provide 
some financial relief for SLOC during the pandemic. Once our doors were open 
again, Dan was quick to assemble a group of talented musicians for “An Evening 
With Dan & Friends,'' a benefit concert for SLOC. This has evolved into a signature 
fundraising event. “SLOC Sings Elton John” and “SLOC Sings Billy Joel” were 
hugely successful, raising thousands of dollars for SLOC. If it weren’t for Dan and 
his ability to curate an unforgettable concert featuring incredible talent, this success 
would not have been possible. Whether it’s conducting, providing accompaniment 
for auditions, transcribing music, or simply telling an awful Dad joke to brighten 
someone’s day, Dan is always eager to help others and bring people together. We are 
beyond lucky to count him as a friend and we can not thank him enough for sharing 
his immense talent and kindness with our theater community.
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BECOME A SLOC
CORPORATE SPONSOR!

SLOC offers enticing
sponsorship benefits including:

Naming Rights
Playbill Advertisement

Promotion on Social Media
Show Tickets

& More!

As a corporate sponsor, your business can directly help 
our theater provide a safe and inclusive space for local 

performing arts, further enriching our community.

Scan to view our sponsorship levels and
choose what works best for your business!

For more information, visit www.sloctheater.org
or email centennial@sloctheater.org
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Who’s Who in the Cast & Crew

James W. Alexander (Adult Men) [he/him] 
is a longtime performer in the Capital Region, 
having appeared at many local theaters over 
the years. Most recently he appeared in Fort 
Salem's Rocky Horror Show (Riff Raff) and 
with Harbinger Theater in The Motherf**ker 
with the Hat (Ralph). He has performed with 
SLOC frequently over the last few seasons, 
including The Glorious Ones (Flaminio Scala), 
A Little Night Music (Carl-Magnus), and many 
others. Most recently he acted as director for 
this season’s opening production of Matilda 
the Musical, and also directed The Addams 
Family (2019), and Once (2022). Thank you to 
Brian for his passion, trust, and creativity. 
To this eager, talented, and hardworking 
cast and crew. And to Molly, for everything, 
always.

J.J. Buechner (Adult Men) [he/him] Favorite 
roles include P-town (Rusty), Chasing Charles 
(Dennis), Strong St (Bernie), Choices (Ethan), 
Spring Awakening (Adult Men), The Guys 
(Nick), Church and State (Sen. Charles 
Whittmore), A Streetcar Named Desire (Mitch), 
Angels in America: Part One (Roy Cohn), 
RENT (Collins), The Diary of Anne Frank (Mr. 
Dussell), Lips Together, Teeth Apart (Sam), The 
Normal Heart (Ned), 9 to 5 the Musical (Franklin 
Hart Jr.), Avenue Q (Brian), Company (Harry), 
Of Mice and Men (Lennie), Dog Sees God (CB), 
Cabaret (Cliff), The Laramie Project (Rulon 
Stacy & Others), The Heidi Chronicles (Peter), 
Doubt (Father Flynn), Chicago (Amos), Drowsy 
Chaperone (Man in Chair) & Hairspray (Edna).

Nichole Burkus (Adult Women) [she/
her] is so beyond grateful to be back on the 
SLOC stage. She would like to thank Brian, 
Brittany, Dan, and the rest of the production 
staff for giving her this opportunity to tell 
this story and to be able to tell it with this 
insanely talented cast. Previous SLOC credits 
include Sister Act (Nun), Jesus Christ Superstar 
(Apostle), and Urinetown (Soupy Sue). She 
would like to thank Evan, Ella, and Lincoln 
for all their love and support and dedicate 
this show, and all of her shows, to her angels 
of music: Dad, Mom, Grandma, Grandpa, 
and Justin.

Diana Chabai-Booker (Stage Manager) 
[she/they] is thrilled to be back at SLOC 
stage managing one of their dream shows. 
Past SM credits include The Complete Works of 

William Shakespeare (Abridged), Legally Blonde, 
The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas, Company, 
A Few Good Men, Steel Magnolias, The Great 
American Trailer Park Musical, and Ripcord. By 
day, Diana works for Proctors Collaborative 
in programming. She’d like to thank Brian, 
Dan, Brittany, Amy, Haley, Steph, Jeffrey, and 
the rest of the cast and crew for this incredible 
opportunity. She would like to dedicate her 
work on this show to Benny, her own Moritz.

Amy Clark (Co-producer) is ecstatic to be 
producing this show with the talented cast 
and crew of Spring Awakening! She’d like to 
thank Brian for the opportunity to work with 
him again. Amy is a long-time member of the 
Board of Directors at SLOC and has produced 
dozens of shows here. Some of her favorite 
previous SLOC credits include last winter's 
production of A Little Night Music, as well as 
The Glorious Ones and The Wild Party. She’d 
like to thank Haley for being the best co-
producing human of all time and for always 
being by her side. And a very special thank 
you to Dale for, yet again, being so talented at 
set construction! Many tiny hand claps!!

Dale Clark (Master Carpenter) is excited to 
work on yet another set for Brian at SLOC! 
As a master carpenter that has been in the 
industry for over 30 years, he has built many 
sets for the company including last winter’s 
A Little Night Music. He has also built sets 
for NSCP and for the BH-BL Middle School 
in their theater program. He’d like to thank 
Brian for this opportunity to build a loft with 
lots of room for activities!

Brian Clemente (Director, Set Designer) 
[he/him] has a BA in Theatre and English 
Literature from SUNY Geneseo, and an 
MFA in Theatre Directing from Stony Brook 
Southampton. He has worked as a Director 
and Assistant Director on a multitude of 
professional, community, and educational 
productions. Past SLOC Credits include 
directing The Wild Party, The Glorious Ones, 
A Little Night Music, and acting/directing in 
Dog Sees God. Other Capital Region directing 
credits include Erma Bombeck: At Wit’s End 
and Popcorn Falls at Curtain Call Theatre 
(where he is also the Associate Producer); and 
Spring Awakening at Fort Salem Theater. He 
would like to first thank the cast and crew for 
their hard work on this production. Secondly, 
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Helping you face your future with confidence. 

© 2023 Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. | GGBUS45235

For more information, visit: 
AJG.com

At Gallagher, we tailor risk management solutions and insurance to the 
changing needs of your business.
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Open 7 days 
Capital Region's #1 Tea Shop 

and award winning restaurant.
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Who’s Who in the Cast & Crew

he would like to thank all the friends he 
has made working at SLOC over the years 
– especially those who have repeatedly put 
their trust in him. Future projects include 
directing Into the Woods and Our Town, both 
at Fort Salem Theater.

Josh DeMarco (Moritz, Assistant Choreo-
grapher) [he/him] is so excited to be back 
with SLOC, making this his 11th production 
with the company! Josh was last seen in 
A Midsummer Night's Dream (Fairy, Puck 
u/s, Lysander u/s) at Capital Repertory 
Theatre. Favorite credits include Jersey Boys 
(Ensemble, Joe Pesci Cover), The Wizard of Oz 
(Ensemble, Lion u/s), In the Heights (Sonny), 
The Full Monty (Ensemble, Nathan u/s), and 
Shakespeare in Love (Sam, Ensemble). Josh 
would like to thank his fellow cast members 
and production team members for sharing 
such a powerful message that is still so 
relevant to today!

Hannah M. DeStefano (Wendla) [she/
her] is thrilled to be making her SLOC 
debut as Wendla in Spring Awakening and 
to return to a role that means so much to 
her. Originally from Central New York, 
Hannah graduated from Utica University 
with her BA in Communications and Media 
with a Concentration in Theatre. She has 
filled many roles on and off the stage, some 
favorites including Natalie (Next to Normal), 
Velma (Chicago), Bea (Something Rotten), 
Emcee (Cabaret), and most recently Ariel (The 
Little Mermaid). She loves to design graphics 
for local theatre companies, choreograph, and 
help wherever needed. She hopes you enjoy 
the show!

Dan Galliher (Music Director) [he/him] 
is thrilled to be music directing at SLOC, 
once again. His prior SLOC involvement 
has included music direction for Songs for 
a New World (2022), The Wild Party (2019), 
In the Heights (2018), Cabaret (2017), and 
Seussical (2008), as well as pit drumming for 
9 to 5 (2020), Sister Act (2018), and Jesus Christ 
Superstar (2018). Dan also curates the SLOC 
Sings concert series. When not at SLOC, Dan 
can be found teaching middle school band 
at the Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk Central 
School District, teaching private music 
lessons, fruitlessly rooting for the New York 
Giants, and coming up with puns so groan-

worthy that they're actually funny. Dan 
would like to thank the entire cast, crew, 
pit, and production team for being amazing 
artists, collaborators, and people in general, 
as well as his family and friends for more 
than could ever be contained in a biography. 
Lastly, he would like to thank SLOC for being 
a home away from home for so many, and for 
producing art that helps people feel seen and 
helps to make all of us more empathetic and 
understanding humans.

Brittany Glenn (Choreographer) [she/
her] is thrilled to be choreographing her 
4th production at SLOC! Previous SLOC 
choreography credits include Young 
Frankenstein, Hair, and Beauty and the Beast. 
Huge thanks to the rest of the creative team 
and this incredibly hard-working cast for 
being an absolute pleasure to work with.

Benji Hitrick (Melchior) [he/him] is thrilled 
to be back at SLOC for his 5th production. 
Prior to Spring Awakening, Benji played Oscar 
in The Wild Party, Francesco in The Glorious 
Ones, Pigpen in Dog Sees God, and Lindquist 
in A Little Night Music. Outside of SLOC, 
Benji performs with his brother Alex and 
longtime friend C.J. Hughes (shout out to the 
pit) in their band Monkberry. Monkberry is 
proud to have played with Almost Queen, 
Marcy Playground, Parmalee, and Lit. You 
can catch them opening for The Lords of 52nd 

Street at Frog Alley in March!

Julian Hugo-Perez (Ernst) [he/him] is new 
to SLOC but is not new to musical theatre. 
Julian has been involved in theatre since 2015 
in his hometown of Palmdale, California. 
He took a break from theatre for the past 
6 years while pursuing his education in 
Veterinary Technology and works full time as 
a Veterinary Technician. He is so thankful to 
be back on stage for Spring Awakening to work 
on his favorite show of all time. Julian would 
like to thank the crew, the amazing cast he 
has bonded with, the director, and his family.

Josh Karp (Lighting Designer) [he/him] is 
a New Jersey based lighting designer and 
is thrilled to be making his design debut 
with SLOC. Recent design credits include 
SpongeBob the Musical, Newsies, Shrek the 
Musical, and The Wiz. @joshuakarpld
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Steve Kay (Hanschen) [he/him] is incredibly 
excited to be participating in his 3rd SLOC 
production on stage! After graduating from 
Skidmore in December, he will be continuing 
to pursue acting going into the professional 
world! Previous credits include: Walt (It 
Shoulda Been You), Josh (9 to 5), Trigorin (The 
Seagull), Peter (Prelude to a Kiss), and Melchior 
Gabor (Spring Awakening). He sends love to 
friends and family and would like to thank 
them for their support!

Annaleigh Lester (Anna) [she/her] is 
excited to share this pivotal story in her SLOC 
debut with this fabulous group of people. 
Annaleigh has a BFA in Musical Theatre from 
Western Connecticut State University and 
currently works with The ARC Lexington in 
Fulton County in the transitions program as 
a peer mentor. Past favorite credits include 
Sally Bowles (Cabaret) and Kitty (The Drowsy 
Chaperone) at Colonial Little Theatre; and 
Logan Schwartzandgrubenierre (The 25th 
Annual...Spelling Bee) at WCSU. Annaleigh 
thanks Brian, Dan, the entire production 
team, and so many more for this process and 
hopes you enjoy the show. "And all shall know 
the wonder..."

Tom Moeller (Sound Designer) [he/him] 
is making his SLOC debut with Spring 
Awakening. Over the past 8 years, he has done 
sound design for HMT, Fort Salem Theater, 
Schuylerville Community Theater, and many 
local school groups. Thanks to Katie, Barry, 
and Anne-Marie for their help and support!

Kason Mulderry (Otto) [he/him] is excited 
to return to the stage with this being his 
first SLOC performance. He was previously 
in Little Women (Rodrigo) and James and the 
Giant Peach (Centipede) with Stillwater HS 
Drama Club, and The Addams Family (Dance 
Captain/ensemble) with TAPS. Offstage, 
he can be found singing, hanging out with 
friends, and teaching himself various 
instruments. Kason is grateful for his family 
and friends who encouraged him to step back 
onto the stage. He would also like to thank the 
cast and crew for making this production fun 
and memorable.

Emma O'Kane (Thea) [she/her] is so excited 
to be back at SLOC this season! Recent 
performances include Footloose (Ensemble) 
with the Mac-Haydn Theatre, Freaky Friday 
(Ellie Blake) with her school, and A Little Night 
Music (Fredrika) with SLOC. Emma extends 
her gratitude to SLOC for this incredible 
opportunity, music/dance teachers, friends 
and family for their continued love and 
support.

J.J. Paul (Adult Women, Property Designer) 
[she/her] is ecstatic to be making her on stage 
SLOC debut! She is an alumna of Syracuse 
University where she minored in Acting. 
Recent acting credits include Mrs. Packard 
(Harbinger), Spring Awakening (FST), God 
of Carnage (SCP), Appropriate (ACT), In the 
Heat of the Night (SLCA), and Clybourne Park 
(CTG). Past property design credits include: 
A Little Night Music (SLOC), A Funny Thing…
Forum (NSCP, Co-Designer), The Glorious 
Ones (SLOC), The Wild Party (SLOC), And 
the World Goes ‘Round (NSCP), and Urinetown 
(SLOC). Thank you to Brian and the entire 
Spring Awakening team for giving me the 
opportunity to perform at SLOC. CMA 
thank you for loving me.

David Quiñones Jr. (Adult Men) [he/
him] is thrilled to return to SLOC for Spring 
Awakening after his musical debut in Matilda 
the Musical in September. David is a founding 
member of the Social Justice Artists Collective 
and has performed in several theaters in the 
Capital Region for the last 6 years. A few of 
his favorites include The Motherf**ker with the 
Hat (Jackie) with Harbinger Theater, Marjorie 
Prime (Jon) at Schenectady Civic Players, 
Sherlock Holmes and the Curse of the Jersey 
Lily (Oscar Wilde) at the Theater Institute 
at Sage, and Seascape (Leslie) with Confetti 
Stage. David would like to thank his friends 
and family for their support and especially 
his wife and kids for letting him live a dream.

Stephanie Saint Germain (Assistant Stage 
Manager) [she/her] is thrilled to return to 
SLOC as the Assistant Stage Manager of 
Spring Awakening! Past roles include Mrs. 
Nordstrom in SLOC’s 2023 production of A 
Little Night Music and Portia in Schenectady 
Civic Players’ 2022 production of In Juliet’s 
Garden. In the theater, Stephanie can typically 
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TEXT OR CALL: (518) 227-1145
www.bearandbird.com

WEIRD+CUTE THINGS!

160 Jay Street

Unique, thoughtful, 
high quality gifts
for the very best 

people in your life!
ART • BOOKS • CARDS

TOYS • PUZZLES
STICKERS • JOURNALS

HOURS: Wed-Sat 11-5pm Sun 11-3pm
1 min away 

from SLOC!

New
York FOLKLORE

P: 518‐346‐7008 
F: 518‐346‐6617  

Tues - Sat 10-3:30 
Sun - 10 - 2

info@nyfolklore.org
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rgCongratulations to SLOC on your 97th season!

Shop | Gallery

The Electric City Chorus 
Come Sing With Us! 

Men’s A Cappella Chorus 
Singing in the Barbershop Style 

For further info, contact: 
president@electriccitychorus.net  

or call 518-577-4908 

We meet most Tuesdays 7pm at  
SLOC’s Ed. Bldg., 418 Liberty St.  

For schedule/location changes,  
see electriccitychorus.net  

Schenectady Chapter 
Barbershop Harmony Society 

Choose... wisely.

Holy Name of Jesus
1040 Pearl St. Schenectady, NY 12303

www.holynamencc.org
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              Schenectady  
             Civic Players  
                  2023-2024 Season  

Bull in a China Shop 
by C.B. Gilford 

September 22-October 1, 2023 
 

Chapter Two  
by Neil Simon 

November 10-19, 2023 
 

The Father 
by Florian Zeller 

January 19-28, 2024 
 

August: Osage County 
by Tracy Letts 

March 15-24, 2024 
 

Play it Again, Sam 
by Woody Allen 
May 10-19, 2024 

 
12 S. Church St, Schenectady, NY 12305 

518-382-2081       www.civicplayers.org 
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be found backstage or in the sound booth in 
local productions. Outside of the theater, she 
can be found strolling through Washington 
Park and playing Dungeons and Dragons 
with friends. Stephanie would like to thank 
Chad, Yasha, and Zarya for their support and 
encouragement.

Elizabeth Sherwood-Mack (Adult Women, 
Hair & Make-up Designer) [she/her] is a local 
actress   and theatre creative. By day she 
serves as  the Assistant Theatre Coordinator 
for The Costumer and in the evenings she 
trys to be involved in as much community 
theatre as possible. She has been seen in many 
productions throughout the Capital Region 
and is so excited to be returning to the SLOC 
stage. She was last seen on stage in SLOC’s 
production of A Little Night Music. However, 
she most recently served as the Stage 
Manager for this season’s Youth Production 
of Tarzan. Elizabeth enjoys all aspects of 
theatre. When not acting on stage, you can 
often find her working behind the scenes on a 
production's hair and makeup team. Favorite 
on stage credits include Mrs Potts (Beauty and 
the Beast), Marcy (Dog Sees God), and Jen (The 
Cake). Thank you to Brian and our entire cast 
and crew for the opportunity to be a part of 
this stellar production. Elizabeth gives all her 
love and gratitude to her friends and family 
for their constant support; without which this 
would not be possible.

Michaela Torres (Martha) [she/her] is 
filled with gratitude for the opportunity 
to start 2024 back on the SLOC stage 
with this truly special production. After 
playing Martha in the UAlbany Theater 
Department's production in 2015, she's 
humbled by the opportunity to tell this story 
again, in a much different tone. Aside from 
performing, Michaela's favorite role at SLOC 
is being the Co-Director for the Inclusivity, 
Diversity, Equity, and Accessibility (I.D.E.A.) 
Committee where she hopes to continue 
working on making SLOC a safe, welcoming, 
and inclusive environment for all involved. 
Michaela would like to give a special thank 
you to Brian, Dan, Brittany, and the rest of 
the team for the vibe that they have created 
throughout this production.

Haley Van Alstyne (Co-Producer) [she/her] 
would like to thank you for joining us for our 
production of Spring Awakening at SLOC! She 
has co-produced, with Amy Clark, A Little 
Night Music, The Glorious Ones, Ordinary Days, 
and Mary Poppins at SLOC. She would like to 
thank director, Brian, for the opportunity to 
share in his artistic vision once again, and 
work with an incredibly talented cast and 
crew. Thank you to Amy for gallons of coffee, 
Simone's runs, and long budget meetings. 
She would also like to thank her husband, 
Jeffrey, for his undying love and support, and 
for taking care of the puppies while she is at 
rehearsal. Please enjoy the show!

Jack Whalen (Georg) [he/him] This is Jack’s 
first show with SLOC, and his 12th show 
overall. It is his first time performing in a 
show in 3 years. His previous roles include 
Sam Carmichael in Ballston Spa High 
School’s Troupe production of Mamma Mia 
and as Charlie Brown in You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown with Park Playhouse Stage 
Company. He would like to thank his friends 
and family for all the support they’ve shown 
and hopes you enjoy the show!

Ellya Winchester (Ilse) [she/her] is so 
pleased to be returning to SLOC's stage for 
this season's production of Spring Awakening. 
Some of her previous favorite roles include 
Anne in A Little Night Music at SLOC, 
Stephanie Necrophorus in Nine at Home 
Made Theater, and Lucy in You're A Good 
Man, Charlie Brown at Colonial Little Theater. 
Ellya thoroughly enjoys painting and has 
completed a series of commission murals 
across the Capital Region. Ellya would like to 
thank her family, friends, and the entire cast, 
crew, and production staff for their support 
throughout this challenging yet rewarding 
process.

Cheryl Zatt (Costume Designer) [she/her] 
is so thrilled to be designing costumes for 
Spring Awakening. She has most recently 
worked on A Little Night Music, The Glorious 
Ones, 42nd Street, and Mary Poppins at SLOC. 
She is so honored to be working with such an 
amazing and talented cast and crew. Cheryl 
would like to thank her family, the cast, crew, 
and production staff for all their support.
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2023-2024 Company Operations
President    Thomas Coon
Vice-President    John Meglino
Treasurer    Mark Viscusi
Secretary    Adrienne Sherman
Business Manager    Nell Burrows
Board of Directors  Rose Biggerstaff  Therese McCalmon   
   Amy Clark  John Meglino
   Thomas Coon  Debbie Paniccia
   Heather-Liz Copps  Emily Rose Rivera
   Matthew Dembling Elizabeth Sherwood-Mack  
   Jeffrey P. Hocking  Michaela Torres
     

Artistic Director    Michael Camelo
       Audition Coordinator   Susan Skinner

Audience Services Director   Jeffrey P. Hocking
       Usher Coordinator   Amy Jessup
       Box Office Manager   Jeffrey P. Hocking
       Playbill Coordinator   Jeffrey P. Hocking

Education Director   Erica Buda-Doran

Facilities Director    Stephen Foust
       Education Building Coordinator  Gary M. Hoffmann

Finance Director    Jalissa Watson

Fundraising & Development Directors Daniel Galliher & Adrienne Sherman

Inclusivity, Diversity, Equity &   Michaela Torres &
       Accessibility (I.D.E.A.) Directors         Francesco Carlo Archina

Membership & Volunteers Director  Debbie Paniccia

Public Relations & Advertising Director Audrey Carlton & Trish Scott-Dembling
       Archive Coordinator   Alan Angelo
       Website Coordinators   Audrey Carlton, John Meglino, 
     Jeffrey P. Hocking

Technical Director   Barry Streifert
       Lighting Coordinator   Jared Ovitt
       Sound Coordinator   Katie Fitzmorris
       Costume Coordinator   Patricia Casey
       Hair & Make-up Coordinator  Elizabeth Sherwood-Mack
       Properties Coordinator   Gary M. Hoffmann
       Set & Tools Coordinator   Stephen Foust 
       Musician Coordinator   Adrienne Sherman

Health & Wellness Coordinator  Dr. Sonya Sidhu-Izzo

Incident Response Coordinator  Amy Marlette
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FOLLOW 
YOUR 
PASSION.

SUNY Schenectady is an 
accredited institutional member  
of the National Association of 
Schools of Music.

sunysccc.edu/som | 518-381-1231

t

From classical performance  
to digital audio media,  
our programs include:

• Performing Arts: Music, A.S. 
• Music Audio Technology, A.A.S. 
• Music Certificate
• Digital Music and Beat  

Production Certificate

Our campus features a state-of-the-art  
recording studio, computer labs with music 
audio software, and spacious rehearsal  
rooms - everything you need to develop your 
musicianship and skills!



The arts create a bridge that connects our community.  
At 1st National, we’re proud to play a part  

in supporting our local talent.

firstscotia.com

In tune with you.
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